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Project & Network Highlights | September 2025

September was a particularly dynamic month for the INSEAI Network. From international conferences to

coordination meetings and the launch of a new podcast, the network continued to consolidate its role as a
reference space for the multidimensional analysis of labor informality in Europe and Latin America.

INFORMAL TALKS '8

INSEAI Network series of talks on informality

Informal Talks, created to bring the voices of th
INSEAI Network closer to wider audiences through
fresh and accessible format.



https://www.inseai.eu/es/post/noticias
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Event Spotlight: INSEAI at the Shadow Conference 2025 | Warsaw

The 9th edition of the Shadow Economy, Tax Behaviour and Insights from Big Data Conference gathered
specialists in shadow economy, taxation, and institutions in Poland.

Roberto Dell’Anno (UNISA) and Adriana Davidescu (BUES) represented our network, presenting research
on tax evasion, informality, and the opportunities offered by big data for analysis and policymaking.
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INSEALI representatives at the 9th Shadow Economy Conference
(Warsaw, September 25-28, 2025). The event focused on tax
behaviour, big data, and the dynamics of informality. Roberto
Dell’Anno (UNISA) and Adriana Davidescu (BUES) presented
INSEAI research contributions on shadow economy, fiscal
compliance, and institutional trust.



https://www.inseai.eu/es/post/noticias/12227/bues-y-unisa-en-la-conferencia-shadow-2025
https://www.inseai.eu/en/inseai-network?node=8
https://www.inseai.eu/en/inseai-network?node=2
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Network Cooperation: Strengthening cooperation in the Iberian Peninsula

On 11 September, our coordinator Santos Ruesga met in A Corufia with colleagues from the Universidade
da Corufia (UDC) and the Polytechnic Institute of Porto (IPP). The meeting marked the beginning of a new
INSEAI digital application, a tool designed to collect interactive information on informality.
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Working  meeting  at  the
Universidade da Corufia. From left
to right: Isabel Novo-Corti and
Matias Membiela-Pollan (UDC),
Anabela Mesquita and Sandrina
Teixeira (IPP), Xose Picatoste and
Félix Blazquez Lozano (UDC),
together with INSEAI
Coordinator Santos Ruesga and
Javier Baquero (UAM).

A few days earlier, on 9 September, Prof. Ruesga also met with the team at the Universitat de Valéncia,
reviewing together the objectives and achievements of the project and reinforcing the interdisciplinary

cooperation that defines our network.

The working session brought together Raul
Lorente Campos and Empar Aguado (Department
of Sociology and Social Anthropology), along with
Josep V. Pitxer and Oscar Mufioz (Department of
Applied Economics), to review Work Package 1
and plan the upcoming First INSEAI Workshop
(UFF, Brazil, November 20-21, 2025).

From left to right: Radl Lorente, Empar
Aguado, Santos M. Ruesga, Oscar Mufioz
and Josep V. Pitxer.



https://www.inseai.eu/es/post/noticias/12224/santos-ruesga-se-reune-con-los-equipos-de-la-universidade-da-coruna-y-del-instituto-politecnico-do-porto
https://www.inseai.eu/es/post/noticias/12218/santos-ruesga-coordinador-de-inseai-se-reune-con-el-equipo-de-la-universitat-de-valencia
https://www.inseai.eu/es/red-inseai?node=7
https://www.inseai.eu/es/red-inseai?node=7
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Seminars and Conferences

«  Ana de la Puebla (UAM): The regularisation of work provided through platforms. The Spanish
experience.

Two teaching sessions (18 and 25 September) analysed the measures adopted in Spain and the EU to face the
challenges of platform-based work.

«  Condiciones de empleo y salud: medir y estudiar los impactos de la precariedad laboral y la
informalidad.

Hosted by the Universidad Nacional de Costa Rica on 25 September, with Dr. Alejandra Vives Vergara
(Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile). The conference explored the impact of job insecurity and
informality on health, bridging research and public policy debates.

< Lecture UV - UCA/UBATEC (29 September)

“Heterogeneidad productiva, mercados de trabajo segmentados e informalidad laboral en contexto de la
globalizacion. El enfoque estructuralista de CEPAL”. Delivered by Agustin Salvia and lanina Tufidn (UBATEC,
UCA, Argentina) at the Universitat de Valencia, this session addressed the structural roots of segmented labor
markets and their implications for inequality.

New Initiatives: Launch of Informal Talks

September also marked the launch of our official podcast, designed to bring discussions on informality to a
wider audience.

The first episode, available on YouTube and Spotify, explores the conceptual differences around informality in
Europe and Latin America, featuring guests Esteban Nina, Jaime Ramirez (PUJ, Colombia) and Santos M.
Ruesga (UAM, Spain). The production team, led by UAM with the support of UBATEC (Argentina) and DESH
(Colombia), is already working on new episodes that will combine thematic debates with fresh perspectives from
across the network.


https://www.inseai.eu/es/post/noticias/12189/conferencia-condiciones-de-empleo-y-salud-medir-y-estudiar-los-impactos-de-la-precariedad-laboral-y-la-informalidad
https://www.inseai.eu/es/post/noticias/12221/la-red-inseai-estrena-informal-talks
https://www.inseai.eu/en/inseai-network?node=27
https://www.inseai.eu/en/inseai-network?node=0
https://www.inseai.eu/en/inseai-network?node=0
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Behind the scenes of the recording of Informal Talks, the INSEAI Network’s
new podcast series. From left to right: Fernanda Wanderley (Universidad
Catolica Boliviana), Laura Vidal (Universidad Auténoma de Madrid), and Ana
de la Puebla (Universidad Auténoma de Madrid).

YouTube | Spotify

Cultural Corner: Recommended Reading

De Toledo Piza, D. (2025). Beyond Informality: How Chinese Migrants Transformed a Border Economy.
Stanford University Press.

This book examines the layered roles of Chinese migrants in South America’s largest informal economy of
counterfeit and smuggled goods, from Ciudad del Este (Paraguay) to Séo Paulo (Brazil).

At the bottom of the hierarchy, many Chinese vendors face double precarity—irregular immigration status
combined with illicit economic activities—often absorbing the risks without enjoying the rewards. At the top, a
transnational elite leverages wealth and influence to exploit legal loopholes and profit from irregular markets.

De Toledo Piza shows how law both constrains and enables these actors and argues that global structural
inequalities push migrants into informality while also granting them unexpected power to reshape markets and
challenge entrenched hierarchies in the Global South.


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FcQxWqHpezk8&data=05%7C02%7Cmatias.membiela%40udc.es%7Cd7bdd68cdc4147542c9d08ddfb4f4137%7Ccea1ea3e60b24f75a6c2a6022e8f961b%7C0%7C0%7C638943040025351279%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iNSUr%2FElOc0wVmsBSR5ugS9C6Pmmjz%2BzAxSDfypTalA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fopen.spotify.com%2Fepisode%2F1PfGa638j7cceCLGJ7AyaN%3Fsi%3DLbI7G8rbTSmXc5QGZ-5qBw&data=05%7C02%7Cmatias.membiela%40udc.es%7Cd7bdd68cdc4147542c9d08ddfb4f4137%7Ccea1ea3e60b24f75a6c2a6022e8f961b%7C0%7C0%7C638943040025392908%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WLRBm%2Be5ThWPw8tXvo5xnCtQKkeEXhZ2hR7lR05ddeg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.sup.org/books/sociology/beyond-informality
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3.Entrepreneurialism from Afar: Engaging Migrants'
Associations and Implementing China's Trade Policies
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Mobility and Translocal Emplacement

DOUGLAS DE TOLEDO PIZA

Conclusion: Subverting Exploitation

Source: Stanford University Press (2025).

Contact & Stay Connected

Website: www.inseai.eu

Email: newsletter@inseai.eu

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/inseai-project-471875371

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/inseai.project/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/people/Inseai/61576239562950/

YouTube: https://lwww.youtube.com/@INSEAI-PROJECT

Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/

Calendar Upcoming Events: https://www.inseai.eu/es/eventos
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